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From rumors to facts…



Playing with Fire



Minnesota Supreme Court Case



38-year-old 
man with 
headache

Presents at 4:40am with multiple weeks of symptoms

Associated symptoms:

- Shortness of breath

- Diaphoresis

- Dizziness

- Bulging Eyes

- Balance Problems

Just got back from Russia, where he had dental work done



Workup

EKG: reportedly normal

CBC/CMP: normal

CT head:

Benadryl, Compazine, fluids – improved

Referred to neurology

Discharged



Bounceback

Wife finds him unresponsive a few hours later

Brought back to ED

Seizure-like activity / convulsions



Workup



Workup



IR





Lawsuit

Defendants:

- Both ER doctors

- Independent ED staffing group

- Radiology group

- Hospital



Vicarious Liability

Working Definition:

a legal doctrine that holds one party responsible for the negligence or 
misconduct of another, even if the first party was not directly involved 
in the incident.

Historically only applied to hospital employees, not contractors.



Hospital Dismissed



Appeals Court



Supreme Court



Apparent Authority: 
Implications

• Hospital Contracts

• Co-defendants



Hospital 
Settles



Key Obstacles

Multiple symptoms

- Headache

- Diaphoresis

- Dizziness

- Bulging Eyes

- Balance problems

- Shortness of breath

International Travel

Dental work

Time of presentation



Unique topics

Headache in stroke
 ~70% of dissection cases1

 posterior circulation stroke2

Lack of stroke activations
 longer symptom-to-contact times3

 posterior circulation3

Convulsions in Basilar Occlusion
 convulsive movements4

 “seizures”5
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Questions?
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